
MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS 
ENSEMBLE VISIT GUIDE 

Welcome to Music in the Schools! MIS ensemble visits support this year’s Young People’s Concerts, focusing 
on developing students’ listening skills and helping them to form a deeper appreciation for music. During 
these 30-minute performances, TSO musicians will demonstrate instruments, engage students in listening 
exercises, and hold a brief Q&A session. 

PERFORMANCE PROCEDURES 

• All students should be seated 5 minutes before the scheduled start time. Ensembles visit several 
schools each day and maintain a strict schedule. If the performance begins late, your school may receive 
a shortened program. 

• No recording, video, or flash photography is permitted.  

• Have the principal or coordinating teacher introduce the ensemble. This helps to signal the beginning 
of the performance to students. 

SETUP REQUIREMENTS 

• All ensembles: Sufficient overhead lighting to read music, PA system with microphones, hard back 
chairs without arms, and performance room temperature between 68 and 80 degrees. Performances 
must take place indoors. 

• Please provide at least 6ft of space between the audience and the ensemble. 

• String Quintet (2 violins, viola, cello, bass): 5 chairs and stands, 16’x16’ performance area 

• Wind Quintet (flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, horn): 5 chairs and stands, 16’x16’ performance area 

• Brass and Percussion Ensemble (2 trumpets, horn, trombone, tuba, percussion): 6 chairs and stands, 
16’x20’ performance area 

CLASSROOM PREPARATION 

Soon you will receive a “Meet the Musicians” packet, and “Meet the Instruments” PowerPoint to help prepare 
students for their ensemble visits. In the spring you will also receive a Teacher Guide that includes music 
preview tracks and lesson plans that correlate to this year’s Young People’s Concerts. 

• Use the music tracks and Instrument PowerPoint to familiarize your students with instruments they will 
be seeing and hearing at the upcoming ensemble performance. 

• Use the Teacher Guide and included activities to strengthen your students’ active listening skills and 
increase their comfort with discussing music and musical themes. 

• Use the Musicians Packet to learn about the musicians who will be performing, and to prompt your 
classroom to come up with questions to ask during the Q&A session. 

CONTACT 
 
If you have any questions about Music in the Schools, ensemble visits, or the provided materials, please contact 
the Manager of Education, Sean Bresemann, at sbresemann@tucsonsymphony.org 


